
MINIATURE PRACTICE BOMBS 

AN-Mk 5 Mod 1, AN-Mk 23, AN-Mk 43 

Description. These bombs are used for low-altitude horizontal, or dive-bombing practice.  The 
three bombs are similar in physical appearance, but differ basically in the metal used to cast the 
body.  Bombs are used with the AN-Mk 4 practice bomb signal that is a blank 10-gauge shotgun 
shell (extended length).  Signals contain a black powder expelling charge and a red phosphorous 
pyrotechnic mixture.  These bombs also are used with the MK5 signal that contains a fluorescein 
dye and is actuated by impact on water.  When the Mk5 signal is installed, the firing pin assembly 
is not used. 
   
Over-all length.............................................................................8.25 inches 
Body Diameter.............................................................................2.18 inches 
Fin Dimension..............................................................................2.5 inches 
Weight..........................................................................................AN-Mk 5 Mod 1 - 2 lb. 11 

oz. + 1 oz 
AN-Mk 23 -3 lb. + 2 oz 
AN-Mk 43 - 4 lb. 7 oz. + 2 

oz. 
Signal............................................................................................AN-Mk 4, Black 
powder/pyro- 

Technic charge Mk 5, 
Fluorescein dye 

 
Reference: OP 1280, Aircraft Bombs, February 1945; TM 9-1325-200, Bombs and Bomb 
Components, April 1966 
 


